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It’s that time of year – when our thoughts
are turning to the PICT Annual Lunch. We
are all just beginning to put dates into next

year’s diaries – so make a note now – PICT
Lunch Friday 3rd March. Once again, the lunch
has been booked at London’s Park Plaza
Riverbank Hotel, but this year it will be held in
its new City Suite. The lunch, as ever, will be
PICT’s main fundraising event for the year, so
hopefully most of the membership will
endeavour to attend and swell the coffers for
the Charity. 

A great day is on the cards, not only superb
food and comradeship, but the ever popular
Heads and Tails, a raffle and an auction for a
myriad of exciting items.  An entertainer has
also been booked. Unlike the last one, who
bewildered and amazed, this person will
hopefully make you laugh and keep you
entertained with humorous true stories.

Alfie Moore is a unique comedian, in the fact,
that he is also a serving police sergeant with
the Humberside Police. He entertains with
thrilling insights and comical moments from his
18 years ‘on the beat’ where dealing with
everyday incidents has generated a host of
humorous stories that you ‘just can’t make up’.

His CV also states that he has written and
presented the prime-time BBC Radio 4 series
‘It’s a Fair Cop’, which engages the audience
in making decisions about the real dilemmas
faced by police officers – with hilarious results.
He has also written and performed four solo
comedy shows at the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival, and has supported Sarah Millican,
Rhod Gilbert, Russell Kane and Milton Jones on
their national comedy tours. He can also be
seen passing comment in the media and has
featured on shows such as: The Wright Stuff
(Channel 5); Sky News; BBC Radio 4’s  Idiots
Guide to Crime and Punishment; Crime (BBC
3) and Confessions of  a Police Officer
(Channel 4). This all sounds for an entertaining 
afternoon.

As in previous years, PICT’s AGM will be held
before the lunch at 11.15am in one of the
Hotel’s smaller room – details of which room
will be available closer to the time. As ever, we
do encourage all members to attend this
important meeting, which is generally fairly
short. You are greeted with refreshments,
before the business matters take place, along
with the inauguration of the new President.
This then leaves you plenty of time to enjoy a
pre-lunch drink in the bar, which opens at 12
noon, before lunch at 1.00pm. Tickets for the
lunch are now available, and have been kept at
last year’s prices of: Members £85, Retired
Members £70 and Guests £100.

Hopefully, all of this will have whetted your
appetite and you will not only be making a
note of the date in your diary, but rushing to
contact Anne James to book your tickets.
Remember, PICT needs your support so it can
help support those that need it. And you get to
have a great day of good food, friendship and
fun … all in a good cause.

Margaret Curle
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urgent plea for participants

trustees’ report

I
n 2016, once again we have continued to support a number of

regular family causes. We do, and will continue to, review and

monitor all on-going cases, to ensure that the support we provide

is still appropriate and relevant.

The new requests we have received during 2016 have ranged from

monetary requests, to specific assistance requests. Careful

consideration is of course given to all requests, and in 2016, we have

paid a similar total amount to that of the previous year.

We are most grateful to all PICT members and their guests, for

supporting the charity's events, and its principles, throughout 2016. It

is this continued commitment, which enables us to provide assistance

where necessary to former paper industry colleagues who are seeking

help.

Please everybody, continue informing your contacts about the

awareness of PICT generally, and our charity objectives specifically.  

Thank you.

From the Trustees of PICT

T
he PICT Sporting Sections are putting out a desperate plea to get

more of the membership involved in the activities. You don’t

have to be a budding sportsperson to join in – it’s all about

having a fun time and in the main socialising. I know we all appear to

lead hectic lives, but to keep our sporting sections alive we need to

have more participants.

There has also been a suggestion to start a Walking Football section –

but PICT needs someone to offer to organise it – what are your

thoughts on this? Please contact Anne James if you fancy taking up

this challenge or have any comments on this new proposal.

birmingham paper trade lunch 

O
n Friday 7th October, our fellow industry society, the

Birmingham Paper Trade Social Society (BPTSS) held its

annual Charity Lunch. The venue, as usual, was The Bank

Restaurant in central Birmingham.

An impressive, increased attendance of 71 members and guests

enjoyed a fine lunch, and plenty of industry banter.

After some welcoming words from the BPTSS President, Steve

Chappell, the audience was entertained by a question and answer

session from former England and Leicester Tigers rugby forward,

George Chuter.

George responded to all audience questions honestly and amusingly,

giving everyone a fascinating insight into the world of international

rugby!

George also signed and helped to auction a number of rugby

memorabilia items, proceeds of which will go towards the charity that

he was representing, namely ‘Scotty’s Little Soldiers’.

This is a military charity, dedicated to supporting children who have

lost a parent serving in the British Armed Forces.

Clearly a highly valuable and worthwhile cause, to which the BPTSS

is rightly proud to donate all monies raised at this year’s Charity

Lunch.

Thanks go to George, and to all those who attended, for such an

enjoyable occasion.

Peter Bothwick
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from the editor’s pen

Well, almost another year over and what a funny year this has been. I understand
that if, at the beginning of 2016, I had a put a £5 bet on – Leicester winning
the league, the UK leaving Brexit and Donald Trump winning the US elections

– I have would have won £12 million!! Well, unfortunately I didn’t, so here we are again
– and not far from the season of Christmas cheer.

There has been quite a lot to report in this issue. All the sporting events held during the
Autumn months have had good and enjoyable results, and fortunately all seem to have
been really lucky with the weather – although to be quite honest we had a good summer.
Of course, the main event of the PICT calendar – the Annual lunch - has all been
organised and is set to be held at London’s Park Plaza Hotel and in the new City Suite.
Tickets can now be ordered by e-mailing Anne – her contact details are on the back
page of this issue.  And … remember … it would be great to see more members attend
the short AGM held in the hotel before the lunch – and yes, there is still plenty of time
to enjoy a pre-lunch drink with friends and colleagues after the meeting.

Apart from the lunch, I do need to mention a couple of things.
Firstly, it has been mooted to start a walking football event and it
would be good to get some feedback from readers – what are your
thoughts on this? Secondly, all the sporting sections, and in
particular the cricket section, are desperately seeking new members.
Why not make a New Year’s resolution to join one or more of the
sporting events. You don’t need to be a budding sportsperson – you
just need to want to have a fun time.

Outside of the PICT environment, it’s always good to see some good
news stories from the paper industry – and two I noticed in
particular. Firstly, that Smurfit Kappa is to join the FTSE 100 as its
shares continue to rise following sustained growth in the company.
And secondly, James Cropper has just reported a 46% increase in
pre-tax profit. The company has also introduced a new moulded

paper packaging – an alternative to plastic packaging – brilliant. The
company is working with a number of blue-chip companies to
produce this product, which can be easily recycled. I for one look
forward to hearing more about this new development as it evolves.

Well I think that about covers most things for the time being – so
remember to make a note of the Annual Lunch and order those
tickets, and then make your New Year’s resolution to become more
involved in the PICT sporting events during 2017. And let’s have
your comments on the Walking Football….

So until next time, I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and a
happy New Year – and see you all in March at the lunch … and the
AGM?

Margaret Curle  

200 Club

The quarterly draw of the 200 Club, which helps raise much needed funds for PICT, was held at the November Committee
Meeting. If you fancy joining the 200 Club and be in with a chance to win, it’s easy, just get in touch with Anne James by
e-mailing anne@pictuk.com and she will send you further details and how to sign up. 

Draw at the November 2016 Committee Meeting

1st Prize       £250  -  Maureen McKerr
2nd Prize      £100  -  Owen Davis
3rd Prize        £50  -  David Houseman



Secretary: George Fowler
Tel. No. 01707 874062

E-mail: george.fowler1@tesco.net

Aglorious day for chilling out and
relaxing, but for the seven of us who
turned up at Frensham, it was to be

a day of hard toil in more ways than one! 
First there was the M25 to contend with,
which was absolutely solid for no apparent
reason, then there was the tantalising sight
of fish cruising around just under the
surface, occasionally coming up to break
the surface, but very reluctant to take any
of our flies.

In fact, Andrew Smith had landed a lovely
fish by the time I finally arrived at 9.00am
and wandered round greeting everyone,
but it was to be another hour or so before
another rod was seen bending. This time it
was Dennis Cole shortly followed by
another for Andrew.

As I turned onto the track to the fishing
lodge two Muntjac Deer were seen
disappearing into the undergrowth.
Fortunately, Frensham is a delightful fishery

to be at on a lovely, sunny, autumn day and
it really doesn’t matter if one is catching
fish or not - just being in harmony with
nature is pleasure enough. I can probably
hear members saying: “Oh no it’s not”!! 

We were delighted to be joined just before
lunch by PICT President, Nick Gee, despite
his allergy to fish, which must surely be
almost beyond the call of duty! He knew
most of the members, so when we sat
down to lunch there was plenty of trade
and general chatter. Sitting beside the main
lake, under a gazebo, with the sun beating
down, it took willpower to get back to the
fishing after our sandwiches had been
eaten. As far as I know, Dennis Cole had
the best catch with three Rainbow Trout
followed by Alan Badcock with two, but
normally we would be catching our limit
and then going on to catch and release,
which shows how difficult it was on the
day. Nevertheless, it was a super day at a
great venue.

www.pictuk.com04 december 2016

FRENSHAM FISHERY, CHURT, SURREY
– Thursday 8th September 2016

angling

Andrew pleased with his catch Dennis with long line
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Frensham Lunch

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 2017

Thursday 16th March - Coltsford Mill, Oxted, Surrey

Thursday 18th May - Chigboro Lakes, Maldon, Essex

Thursday 7th September - venue to be decided

Mid/Late October TBA - River Test, Romsey, Hants

angling
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angling

After a few spots of overnight rain I woke to a fine mild day with
light breeze, which looked perfect for a day fishing this
renowned Hampshire chalk stream. 

Although attendance was lower than in previous years, possibly
because it was a Monday, the event once again attracted people from
as far away as Suffolk, Sussex and Hertfordshire and by 8.30am
everyone was busy in the car park sorting out their rods and tackle,
eager to start casting a fly on the crystal clear water, the best I think
I have seen it.

We are fortunate enough to have access to over two miles of the river,
using both banks, which meant that the 15 anglers were very well
spread out after they had gone off to find their favoured spots, making
it difficult to hear of any successes. The bush telegraph soon came
into operation and I was hearing that fish had been caught, which is
a relief to me as an organiser.

It was lunchtime before the full picture of the morning’s events
became clear with several Grayling and a few Brown Trout having
been caught and returned. The hard luck story came from David
Gould, who managed to hook a good size Salmon only for it to snap
the hook, so a case of the one that got away.

Our numbers were once again swelled by friends from another charity,
MTSFC, and I would like to record a big vote of thanks to them for

their continued support and generosity, which means that the Angling
section can make a small contribution towards PICT.

It also became clear that MTSFC completely out-fished PICT on the
day and the bare facts are that we caught a total of 11 Brown Trout
and 22 Grayling, of which, just one ½ pound trout was caught by
PICT and that by Past President, Alan Badcock.  Oh yes, there was a
lost Salmon but we can’t count that!!

My thanks to everyone who supported this event and once again we
are all indebted to David Gould, who is the rod holder who negotiates
with the fishery to get us this unique access to the river. 

MONK TROPHY
Sadly, we lost David Monk earlier this year and an obituary has already
been published. He presented the Monk Trophy many years ago in the
form of a silver cigarette box, which is now awarded to the best angler
over all four events during the year, using a complicated formula
devised and only understood by myself, but it combines attendance,
weight and numbers of fish caught.

Despite e-mails of disbelief, the winner this year is Alan Badcock
whose ½ pound catch was enough to push me into second place with
Dennis Cole third. Congratulations to Alan, who has attended all
events, caught a good number of fish and maybe the first recipient for
years who will make good use of a cigarette box!  

RIVER TEST, ROMSEY, HANTS
– Monday 24th October 2016 

David Gould - Where's that Salmon Gary, Alan, Keith, David, Roy and Bill enjoying lunch
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ANNUAL TENNIS TOURNAMENT
- Thursday 15th September 2016

Secretary: John Victoros
Tel. No: 07740 819161

E-mail: john.vic@paper.co.uk

In just a few words this year's PICT Tennis Day is summarised as "all's well that
ends well". 

We were going to have a significant turnout this year but injuries, accidents and
various work commitments decimated four of the pairs, which would have allowed
us to split the morning session into two sections. The positive outcome was that the
remaining nine pairs fought out the strongest tournament tennis seen for many
years.

Once again we were blessed with the weather - if the following week had been
chosen we would have been in trouble - so here is the ‘before’ mug shot:

A big welcome to the PICT virgins this year, who included: Phil
Trudgeon, who paired up with Tony Wood; Steve, who came as a
guest of Barrie Farnsworth and Graham Hall; and finally, a pair, who
in the run up to the tournament talked themselves up as the dark
horses for the event, Steve Webb and Simon Bishop, and rightly so,
as they did walk off with one of the three treasured trophies from the
day, all will unfold.

A very big thank you to this year’s official photographers, Brian
Garson, who lost his partner for the day, ‘Ace’ Bothwick and this
year's PICT President Nick Gee. Also a big thank you to this year’s
kind sponsors: Fedrigoni UK Ltd for lunch; Denmaur Independent
Papers for the courts; and Warings Ltd for the flowers. Once again,
this has enabled the sum of £210 to be sent to PICT to use towards
all their worthy causes.

Now to the tennis…
The Round Robin pre and post lunch were as ever a sounding board
for those that vied for the Penman Trophy and those that calculated
to ensure that they should aim for the Johnston Cup. Last year the
scoreboard was awash with zeros that were made into smiley faces.

This year there was only one zero across the board. To say, that apart
from one pair, if this was a handicap horserace there would not have
been much to handicap! 

With seven pairs the format was 1st in Round Robin got a bye to the
Final of the Penman Trophy, with 2nd and 3rd fighting it out for the
right to meet them. 4th in the Round Robin got a bye to the Johnston
Cup with 5th and 6th fighting it out for the right to meet them. 7th
was the outright award of the Wooden Spoon!

The Johnston Cup semi-final was between Barrie Farnsworth and
Steve versus Andy Veasey and Graham Hall. For the last few years
Barrie and Graham have been partners! It was Barrie and Steve that
won through in a closely fought set 6 – 4 for the right to play holders
of the Johnston Cup, Martin Dibsdale and John Lloyd Hagger. The
finalists were given a choice of playing the best of three sets or a
single set. Both agreed a one off set and the benefit of a rest for the
holders saw them retain the Johnston Cup 6 - 2. I can promise at this
point if they get anywhere near a hat-trick next year the handicap will
be brought in!
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The Penman Trophy's semi-final was contested between Tony Wood
and Phil Trudgeon and Jonathan Clay and Andrew Dunning, separated
only by one point in the Round Robin for the right to play Paul Williams
and myself, last year's losing finalists, but we were proud winners of
the Round Robin session by a clear four points.    Guess who also did
the 9 - 0 to Steve Webb and Simon Bishop, tee hee! The only bagel of
this year. Well the favourites in the semi-final did not upset the bookies
and came through 6 - 3 winners.

The Penman Trophy Final 2016 was therefore to be contested by past
winners and last year's losing finalists and it was decided that it would
be the best of three sets.  For the second year running, always the
bridesmaid, never the bride, although Paul and I did put up a better
fight than last year, the worthy winners were Andrew Dunning and
Jonathan Clay 6 - 3, 6 - 4.

Finally, a relaxing picture of the Wooden Spoon 2016 winners and
newcomers to the tournament Steve Webb and Simon Bishop, who by
the end of the day looked like contenders for some wheelchair tennis!
They promise to return....

Hopefully, both sets of winners will be back to defend their titles and
we get the missing pairs back as well, to get record numbers for the
2017 PICT Tennis day.

Once again thank you to all the players, sponsors and Northampton
Lawn Tennis Club.

I can confirm the date for 2017 is Thursday 14th September
2017. Save the date!

Also please note, 2018 will be a very large anniversary of the Penman
Trophy and we will try and mark it with, if numbers and support allows,
an evening to commemorate it! 

John Vic

tennis

Johnston Cup Winners 2016 on the left Martin Dibsdale &
John Lloyd Hagger Penman Trophy 2016 Runners-up Paul Williams & John Vic

Winners of the Wooden Spoon 2016 Steve Webb &
Simon Bishop

Johnston Cup Runners-up 2016 on the right Barrie & Steve

Penman Trophy 2016 Winners Andrew Dunning & Jonathan Clay
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Secretary: Mike Kerlogue
Mobile Tel. No: 07970 148056

E-mail: mike@kerlogues.plus.com

SHANKS AUTUMN HACK
Pine Ridge Golf Club – 13th October 2016

shanks

Mike aka Kit Kat Kerlogue called this meeting on a day of probably the most perfect
weather conditions that could have been hoped for, sun and shade, a hint of a
breeze, just about ideal.

Seventeen of us met at Pine Ridge at midday for coffee and bacon baps with a tee off set
for 1.00pm. Kit Kat and Shanks’ Captain Peter Bothwick moved into action (these guys are
just so organised) sorting us into five teams, issuing cards, yellow balls (these for the team
as against the individual competitions) and generally running the show like clockwork. 

Pine Ridge Golf Club in Frimley, Surrey is a beautiful parkland course in cracking condition,
wide fairways and fast greens and a large, comfortable clubhouse. In the near distance
could be heard the constant rattle of musketry from the Bisley Ranges, which took this
scribe back to his days with the old Stationers’ Social Society Shooting Club. What fun that
was. 

It was good to see Mike Windett issuing us with our Kit Kat choccy bars on the first tee.
There were no major hold ups on the course and we all got back to the clubhouse for a

The Captain begins to describe Andy Thompson’s
Shanks’ Moment….

Andy Thompson owning up to his Shanks’ Moment Andy receives the Steve Beckett Trophy

with gestures
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SHANKS team Autumn 2016

shanks

preprandial pint with tales to tell in time for dinner at about 6.30pm.

Dinner was roast chicken followed by apple crumble and custard. In truth

the chicken was a bit tough but otherwise all was good and service

excellent.

Now…… the Prizes …..

Firstly, the Yellow Ball Team Prize went to Team D (Team B lost its yellow

ball, which is close to being a Shanks’ Moment in itself. However, we

were merciful) but the rest of it went like this:

The Stableford points were awarded as follows: Team C – 42; Team A –

46; Team E – 62; and Team D – 62.

As E and D tied on points there was a count back and Team D got it with

39 against E’s 36 points. Team D was made up of Geoff Parnell, Mike (Kit

Kat himself), Barry Gregory and Alan Piper. 

The Steele Bowl (for 24 handicaps and above) was awarded to Geoff

Parnell with a cracking 40 points. 

The Guest Prize Winner was John Ladd with 38.5 points. 

We now come to the Steve Beckett Trophy for the best Shanks’ Moment.

There were several discussions as to who made the biggest mistake,

cock-up, whatever, of the afternoon. After due and deep consideration of

all aspects it eventually went to Andy Thompson. I commend the

readership to note the photographs of Captain Peter (Nick Faldo)

Bothwick telling us (with gestures) as to what Andy actually did. It seems

he tee’d off, hit a nearby tree - the ball coming to rest behind the golfer,

thereafter causing Andy much grief for the rest of the hole. Well done

Andy, you really must come again.

Neil Haslam dropped his pitching wedge on the course somewhere and

gave a generous donation to the Charity to get it back. Speaking of

pitching wedges and donations, a brand new one of these was donated

and sold at a brief auction by the Captain to Peter Blair, the guest of

Chris Bell, for £40.

A vote of thanks was made by Alan Badcock to Mike Kerlogue, who

tirelessly gives his time and effort to this event, and I am pleased to

report that we raised £283.02 for the Charity, which is really what this is

all about. 

Kit Kat tells me plans are being laid for the Shanks Spring 2017 Meeting

to be in early May, this time north of London, and a full announcement

will be made early in the New Year. All in all a most successful day and

it’s good to be back.

Bev (Slicer) Steele



11www.pictuk.comdecember 2016

Spring Meeting – Thursday 4th May 2017

Badgemore Park Golf Club, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire (last visited for the Autumn 2014 meeting) – easy access from M4
and M40, and north west of London. Meet at 12 noon for coffee & bacon roll; 18 holes of golf starting at 1.00pm; evening meal
and presentations from 6.30pm-ish; and all away on or soon after 8.30pm. The price has been held at £55 per head – price
has been frozen for the past three years – no Brexit price increases at Shanks!! PICT members are encouraged to bring guests
(same price for members and guests). 

For more details contact Mike Kerlogue  -  e-mail: mike@kerlogues.plus.com 

shanks

Mike (Kit Kat) Kerlogue tells all

Yellow Ball winners Team D receive their prizes Guest prize winner John Ladd

Steele Bowl winner Geoff Parnell
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cricket

Secretary: Mike Robertson

Home Tel. No: 01943 839029

Mobile No: 07831 351465

E-mail:

mike.robertson@ipaper.com

paper appreciation course

M
ike Robertson is putting out a call for help to ensure that in 2017 there is a PICT cricket

match. He is looking for 22 players + 2 umpires.

Would anyone be interested in supporting the above, if so please contact Mike, on

mike.robertson@ipaper.con / 07831 351465

Why not call Mike and give it a go and get cricket back on the PICT agenda. You don’t have to

be a budding Alistair Cooke or Stuart Broad, you just need to want to have a fun event raising

much needed funds for the charity.

T
he popular Paper Appreciation Courses will once again be held in 2017 - organised by Tim Bowler through his company Focal

Strength. The next one-day course will be held on Wednesday 22nd March, and held at the historic Paper Trail near Hemel

Hempstead in Hertfordshire.

The course tutor is John Watson, who presents the courses in his own inimitable style. Commenting on the course, he said: “The

objective of this course is not to produce budding papermakers, but for the delegates to better understand the attributes of the various

grades and what they bring to the end products.”

Comments from recent participants include: “Fantastic. Enjoyed my day and will definitely recommend” and “This course will help me

focus more on the end-users requirements – customer first!”

Two more courses are likely to be organised for 2017 – although both to be confirmed – one to be held in early July at The Paper Trail

and another to be held in November at James Cropper.

In the meantime, for further information on the paper course and/or to book your places, please contact Tim Bowler on 0115 960 9595;

e-mail: trb@focalstrength.co.uk
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obituary

charity golf day

It is with great sadness that Arjowiggins Graphic has announced

the death of Julian Long, National Key Accounts manager and

industry veteran. He passed away on 5th November aged 65

years old. 

Julian joined Performance Papers in 1988 as Customer Services

Team Manager. In 1990, when Performance Papers merged with

Wiggins Teape to form Arjowiggins, Julian became Senior UK

Sales Manager. When Arjowiggins Graphic launched in 2009,

Julian became National Key Accounts Manager selling uncoated

and coated recycled papers to Elliott Baxter and the Aims Group

as well as managing the Arjowiggins Graphic speciality products.

The company said: “Julian has contributed significantly to the

UK industry, latterly acting as UK spokesperson for Arjowiggins

Graphic, where he contributed on a wide range of industry

topics.”

Julian will be sadly missed by loved ones, friends and

colleagues.

Rothley Park Golf Course

T
he Annual PICT Charity Golf Day was once again held at Rothley Park in Leicestershire. The fairways and greens were in

wonderful condition having hosted the English Seniors Championship in the summer, and all the participants enjoyed the

challenging course on a lovely Autumn Day.

Disappointingly only eight teams took part this year but the worthy winners were Warren Board, who took away the magnificent

Tom Griffin Trophy.

Despite a small turnout, the day raised over £1,000 for the Charity and the participants all commented how great the course was

along with the excellent lunch.

Many thanks to our hosts Rothley Park, and all the teams who took part and supported the day.

Hopefully, next year’s event will see more teams competing in what is always a good day out. As yet no date has been agreed for

the 2017 Charity Golf Day – but watch this space!
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london pride lunch 

London Pride Luncheon Club
- 10th November 2016

I
t is my pleasure to report on this second lunch of the year. We

hold them in April and November. This one followed the format

of the previous years, meeting at the Boot & Flogger wine bar in

Red Cross Way, Southwark, on Thursday 10th November 2016.

Twenty seven of us met about 12.30 pm on this sunny day for food

and good cheer. After a drink at the bar upstairs, we repaired to a

single long table in one of the cellar rooms below nicely laid up for

us all. Owen Davis, organiser extraordinaire, welcomed us to the

lunch in his own fulsome manner. A starter of smoked salmon and

trimmings was followed by the main course, the traditional steak and

kidney pie with vegetables and, finally, cheese and biscuits. All of

this was accompanied by plenty of Davy’s house red and white wine.

The food was delicious.

The attendees are about as self-entertaining as could be possible 

and there were some brief and entertaining toasts. Mike Rust toasted 

Absent Friends and Nick Gee made a fuss of us all with his kind words

about the London Pride. Nobody is on their feet for too long.

It was good to welcome some new faces, especially Graham Taylor,

that great support of the London Pride for so many years. 

When the party eventually broke up, some of us repaired under the

guidance of John Raynor to a delightful pub just around the corner

in Union Street, for a final catch up with those we might not have

reached at the table. What a joy it all was.

The next Lunch will be held at this very same venue (of course) on

Thursday 27th April 2017. It is always good to see new faces. We

are limited as regards numbers but do contact any of us at any time

to avoid disappointment. 

Bev Steele

NIck Gee toasts the London Pride A resplendent Graham Taylor

A busy table
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letter from the paper trail

Building the waterwheel

As ever here is all the latest news from The Paper Trail, the
historic visitor centre in Hemel Hempstead and site of the
world’s first mechanised paper machine. Since its ‘top secret’

mainstream film (reported in the summer issue), the mill has had a
raft of enquiries. Commenting, Frogmore’s Peter Burford said: “With
fewer genuinely old buildings available in London in which to film
and due to the ease of access and ‘friendliness of our staff’ this
feedback seems to have encouraged others – the Pinewood of
Apsley!” He added: “Well maybe not, but it is a fabulous way to gain
funds towards our long term goal of preserving papermaking
heritage for all.”

The mill also played host to a team who turned the baler room into
Stalingrad. Followed by a BBC production directed by the comedian
Simon Amstell. Then in October, Stink Productions came on site to
produce an advert for Sky Mobile. The following week a fashion
shoot took place on site and more recently Andy Collins, of BBC
Three Counties Radio, Breakfast Show broadcast from Frogmore as
part of a week of outside broadcasts as they canoed the Three
Counties raising money for Children in Need. 

The Waterwheel Project mentioned in the summer issue has now
been completed. It is believed that Frogmore Paper Mill was listed
with four other mills along the River Gade in the Domesday Book.
The mill-race according to The Paper Trail’s senior archivist possibly
predated that. However, there are no drawings, pictures or any
significant statement of the waterwheels that must have existed
there except for a mention of them co-existing with a steam engine.
And yet, since The Paper Trail acquired the mill, there has been a
burning ambition to harness this ancient mill-race and see a water
wheel once again turning in its flow. This dream became a reality on
1st November thanks to Keith Jones, a very practical and self-taught
engineer.

This was not an easy project, firstly the mill-race is today effectively
underground, above it is a rather imposing beater house, and a
restricted route to the mill-race itself. Secondly, as always, The Paper
Trail had a rather meager budget and last, and by no means least,
there was no pattern or drawing that existed. All that could be
gleaned from the mill-race itself was from the markings on the wall,
the wheel needed to be approx. 10ft in diameter and 5ft wide.  

The final result is a testimony to the skill of Keith and the support of
his helpers. This oversized Meccano structure weighing well over
two tonnes of steel and wood was manually carried and erected in
position. It now forms just one of the WOW factors that greets
visitors to The Paper Trail. It is hoped that by the New Year the
wheel will be powering enough electricity to support some rather
dramatic lighting. 

Frogmore Paper Mill is still hosting visits from schools and groups.
In fact, one recent school visit took a different take on their time at
the mill. Divine Saviour School from nearby Abbots Langley used
their visit to reinforce a curriculum study of the Victorian era. All the
29 Year 5 (9 and 10 year olds) children, and the teachers, dressed
in workers costumes from that period. The day was themed as “My
first day at work for John Dickinson & Co – 23rd November 1840”.
The mill manager was played by Peter Ingram and the safety officer
was Paul Sturman. Apart from learning about the history of
Frogmore Paper Mill and John Dickinson’s company and his many
inventions, the children were involved in various tasks as well – they
made paper by hand; saw paper being made on a machine; made
a Mulready envelope; and probably the most fun – practiced fire
fighting using a Platform Pump.

And on the subject of fire fighting, The Paper Trail’s own Heritage
Fire Brigade has run a very busy timetable this year, including the
appearance at the famous Brooklands Museum during its ‘40s
Revival. However such enthusiasm comes at a price, and accepting
that its centrepiece, the Dennis Ace fire pump, is not far short of its
80th birthday, it has to be cared for. To ensure she is fit and well for
2017 it was decided to strip off some of her parts and refresh them
with a good rub down and repaint. With wheels off, brakes and other
essential elements can be examined and repaired/replaced as
necessary. All of this maintenance and care is managed and carried
out by the Heritage Fire Brigade membership. This effort doesn’t
stop at the Ace, the Brigade boasts a Green Goddess, a Volvo 6,000
gallon water carrier, a Landrover fire tender, several Coventry water
pumps as well as a four man 1850 Shand Mason manual water
pump. All will be polished and on show ready for the 2017 season
and beyond.

Margaret Curle

The Victorian inspired school visit
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