
The Bigger

PICTURE

Charity Lunch 2016 01

Trustees’ Report 03

From The Editor’s Pen 03

Profile New President 04

AGM Minutes 05

Angling Section 07

SHANKS Section 09

Tennis Section 11

Cricket Section 11

Charity Golf Day 11

President’s Report 2015 12

Obituaries 14

Easy Reference 18

Easy Reference 15

Hon Editor:
Margaret Curle

E-mail: margaretacurle@yahoo.co.uk

www.pictuk.com

The PICT annual luncheon took place on
Friday 4th March at the Riverbank Park
Plaza Hotel in London.

The highlight of the PICT calendar and its
biggest fundraiser during the year, the lunch
attracted over 260 members and, in my
opinion, it seemed busier and buzzier than
last year’s event.

Unfortunately, the hotel in its wisdom has
decided to refurbish the delightful Thames
Suite, which overlooks the River Thames, to
become its main restaurant and no longer a
function room, so we were in the Plaza Suite.
However, this was perfectly adequate and I
personally don’t believe it detracted from the
proceedings or, in fact, the excellent food and
service the hotel provides.

The lunch followed a busy AGM for some of
us (minutes of this a little further on) and for

others the chance to meet colleagues and
friends for a couple of liveners in the bar.

Proceedings kicked off with the industry’s
very own Master of Ceremonies, Peter
Bothwick, who welcomed everyone to the 7th
Annual PICT lunch and explained what the
guests could expect from the afternoon,
namely a raffle, an auction of top items and a
variant on the game of heads and tails, as
well as an unusual entertainer. He then
introduced PICT’s new President Nick Gee,
quipping that it was “out with the old and in
with the not so old”. Nick Gee stood up and
proposed a toast to the Past President, Andy
Thompson, the sporting sections and
winners, and the new Vice President – Joe
Piggott, who was then called upon to give
grace in his usual witty manner.

Following a tasty Venison Terrine starter, the
game of knife, fork and spoon took place –
this is played along the same lines as heads
and tails – but obviously as the name
describes it’s played with cutlery not coins. Jo
Claydon was the winner of this fun version.

After a tasty main course, Peter Bothwick and
Andy Thompson (aka the Chuckle brothers –
only kidding guys!) went onto announce
some of the items up for auction – these
included golf days, tours of the Sky Complex,
boat trips and hotel breaks. After some hot
bidding by the guests, and much monies
raised, a yummy lemon tart desert was
served. Then following the coffees and
liqueurs, Peter Bothwick, in his own inimitable
style, formally introduced PICT’s new
President – Nick Gee. He stated that the new
President had the most distinctive and
infectious laugh in the industry, adding that
he joined Denmaur in 1979 as he was
cheaper than an ansaphone …… !

Nick Gee, President
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Taking the podium, Nick Gee began by thanking Peter for his kind
introduction and that his speech would be short as would like to enjoy
a drink!

He thanked everyone for their warm welcome, and in particular, the
raucous applause from his colleagues at Denmaur Independent “who
are clearly aware that pay review time is not far away”. He went onto
welcome the official guests, namely: Mrs Helen Esmonde – Master of
The Worshipful Company of Stationers and Newspaper Makers; Mr
Peter Millington – President of the Lancashire Paper Trade 25 Club;
and Mr Paul Tooby of The Birmingham Paper Trade Social Society. He
also welcomed all the guests of PICT members.

He continued by saying that his career in the paper industry started
as a summer job many years ago, in fact he had wanted to become
a dentist, “little did I know then how similar buying and selling paper
would be to pulling teeth!”

He added: “Nobody is more surprised than me, to find me standing
here as President of the Paper Industry’s Charitable Trust. In my mind
I am still that young man about town, listening to Bowie, cruising
around in my black Capri. However, anyone following politics across
the pond will know that any aging playboy has a chance of becoming
President!”

He then went onto say that since the last annual lunch much had
changed in the world of UK paper merchanting and manufacturing
with long established British brands disappearing. Adding: “Whilst
paper consumption continues to decline in many sectors, we are all
rising to the challenge by reshaping and resizing to meet the demands
of today and the future. I have every belief that if we are open to
change, and evolve accordingly, the sunset of this industry will be a
very long way in the future.”

Thanking everyone for their continued support of PICT, he said that
despite the gloomy outlook sometimes reported that the lunch had
attracted the same numbers as last year, adding “but then the paper
industry is famed for enjoying a good lunch!”

Talking about the Charity itself, Nick said that it continues to support
those who have spent their working life in the paper industry and are
now experiencing difficult times. “We encourage you to bring to our
attention anybody you feel is deserving of our support – to do this
please contact me, Anne James our Secretary or any of the Trustees.”

Talking about the Sporting Sections he said that he realised how
precious everyone’s personal time is, however, he asked the members
to consider taking part in PICT activities. “We have lively sports
sections that need your support – so whether your interest be cricket,
angling, golf or tennis – please do take a look at our website for
events and get involved.”

He continued by saying that if sport wasn’t your thing, the immediate
past President Andy Thompson was hoping to organise a number of
regional PICT quiz nights, and that details would be posted on the
PICT website.

Nick then took the opportunity of presenting Andy with his past
President’s badge and thanked him for his year in office. He also
welcomed to the PICT Board the new Vice President, Joe Piggott.

Nick then joked that at the recent Oscar ceremony nominees were
told to keep their speeches short and when their time was up a red
light would show. He said “I know that by now my red light is flashing
and that the guest artist is more appealing than me.

“However, just like the Oscars, before I finish there are some
important thank you’s I would like to make.” He went onto thank
PICT’s Secretary Anne James “Who once again is the driving force
behind making this event come together and so much else behind the
scenes throughout the year.” He thanked the Sporting Section
Secretaries, promising that during his year as President, he would
make every effort to attend at least one of each of their events. He
also gave a special mention to the Board and Committee for the time
they give the Charity. Finally, on behalf of PICT, he thanked all those
companies and individuals that had generously donated prizes and
auction lots at the lunch.

His final task was to introduce the guest artiste, Mr Graham Jolley,
and hoped that everyone would enjoy the rest of the afternoon.

Graham Jolley is described as a psychological entertainer, able to
perform any number of astonishing feats, baffling and thrilling his
audience. And this he certainly did in large amounts – from magic
tricks to mind reading. By the end of his act – I don’t believe there
were many left in the audience wondering how on earth he did some
of the things he did. He involved many of the guests in his tricks, and
even yours truly was beckoned on stage and I still to this day don’t
know how he managed to know the phone number I had picked from
a very large phone directory ….. he definitely left me baffled.

A hard act to follow, but after the magical entertainment Andy
Thompson and Peter Bothwick rounded off the afternoon by
auctioning the final items. Then, as quickly as it had started, the
formal part of the Annual Lunch was over – although as ever the
jollities and networking continued into the small hours in the bar.

Once again, a successful event for PICT raising some £11,364 and, in
turn, a brilliant fun filled afternoon.

Margaret Curle

Graham Jolley baffling a guest
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from the editor’s pen

Well the Annual Lunch is now just a distant memory, however, I was definitely left
dazzled and bewildered by the entertainer Graham Jolley, whose magic tricks and
mind reading shenanigans definitely baffled everyone in the room. An unusual and

excellent choice of entertainer.

Well here we are in August – I can’t believe it, over half way through the year and not much
of a summer to talk of. However, with the big news that the country has voted to opt out of
Europe and with the majority of the paper industry being European based – as yet none of us
know how this will all pan out and affect our industry or any other industry for that matter. I
expect by the Winter newsletter it will all become a little clearer.

However, back to the business in hand – the Sporting Sections have kicked off their round of
diary dates with both the Angling and Shanks sections enjoying some good days out. Check
out the sports sections further on. They are all looking for extra participants in their events –
you don’t have to be Olympic standard by any means – in fact, if you can hold a racquet,

trustees’ report

200 club

This year we have continued to support a number of long-standing family situations. We do and will continue to review and monitor
all on-going cases to ensure that the support we provide is going to circumstances of need and are not viewed as additional
pensions.

We are pleased, if indeed pleased is the correct word, to inform you that we have had a number of new requests from deserving cases
of which three we have been able to support. This support has consisted of either monetary awards or has found us purchasing such
items as medical blankets, radios and in one of the cases a television. Where the decision was not to support a case, this year without
exception it has been due to the very tenuous link to the paper trade. We do remind all requestees that our Charity is there to support
paper related cases.

We have introduced during the course of the year, a mechanism to ensure that we are treating all cases where a monetary consideration
is provided in a consistent manner. This is simply a figure that is multiplied by the number of years worked in the paper trade.

We have paid out a similar amount to last year with the exception of a significant one-off donation to the Stationers’ Livery Company.
Finally, we would like to encourage everybody to make their business colleagues and friends aware of the Charity's existence and
purpose of helping deserving cases.

club, bat or rod – I think you would be most welcome! After all, it is the taking part and helping to raise PICT’s coffers that it’s all about. Go
on be brave contact the sports secretaries concerned and have a go.

Another way to raise funds is by joining the 200 Club – and you even get a chance to win some back!

Finally, a quick date for your diary – the Annual Lunch for 2017 has been booked for Friday 3rd March – details further on.
Anyway, that’s all from me. Until next time, enjoy the rest of your summer.

Margaret Curle

The 200 Club is an established institution, which helps raise much needed funds for PICT. If you fancy joining the 200 Club and be in with
a chance of winning contact Anne James by e-mailing anne@pictuk.com who will send you further information and a form. It’s as easy
as that.

Draw at AGM on 4th March 2016
1st Prize........... £250 - Jeremy Martin
2nd Prize ......... £100 - Wes Humphries
3rd Prize.......... £50 - David Whittaker

Draw at July 2016 Committee Meeting
1st Prize........... £250 - Bev Steele
2nd Prize ......... £100 - Duane Percival
3rd Prize.......... £50 - Stephen Berry
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PICT’s new President probably doesn’t need much of
an introduction as he is a well known figure in the
paper industry – not only for his business acumen,

but his infectious laugh.

However, Nick was born in Billericay, Essex, in December
1961. When he was aged 12, the family moved to Kent
when his father’s job switched to Sheerness dockyard.
Nick has two brothers - Mike who he works with, and is
himself a known personality in the industry, and Rob, who
as Nick explains: “Was sensible enough not to join this
industry.” Grinning he adds: “Both are significantly older -
I was an accident!”

Nick and his long-term partner Emma, live in a small
village near Maidstone in Kent, he has no children, but as
he puts it “Denmaur is my baby.”

Nick originally had ambitions to be a dentist, but having
completed his A levels and prior to heading to University,

profile new president

annual general meeting

his brother Mike started Denmaur, which in 1980 was involved in a lot more
than paper - predominantly wholesaling of garden furniture. Mike offered Nick
a summer job – and the rest so they say is history. Nick comments: “It’s been
a long summer as now 36 years later I’m still here.”

Nick decided that he liked the cut and thrust of the commercial world far more
than the thought of four years training to be a dentist, so gave up that
ambition.

Reflecting on his career path, he believes that the University of Life has served
him proudly, explaining: “In that 36 years, we have seen Denmaur grow from
just Mike and I with two desks and two phones, to a business employing over
100 people and turning over in excess of £125 million.”

With regards his leisure time, Nick is an armchair fan of Formula One, which can
quite often take up the whole of a Sunday. As far as other sports are concerned,
Nick has supported Chelsea Football Club since a child but prefers Rugby,
adding: “My father was Welsh and he used to take me to Cardiff.”

He is also a bit of a foodie and enjoys his wine (although he is keen to point
out that he is not as much of an expert as Mike is on that front). One of his
greatest passions is skiing and he will always try to get at least two weeks
during each season. He says: “When I retire I would like to follow the snow
around the world for a year.” He also enjoys walking, swimming and holidays -
he loves to travel.

His musical tastes are varied but from his youth he has been a great fan of
David Bowie, the Rolling Stones and all the New Romantic bands. And like all
budding musicians he adds: “I would love to play the guitar far better than I
do.”

Commenting on his life story, he says: “Unlike my predecessor my CV is very
boring – left school 1980, joined Denmaur – end of!” He is keen, however, to
point out that he loves the camaraderie of the paper trade and has made lots
of friends in his 36 years in the industry.

Nick, who is far from boring, is a very outgoing person with an excellent sense
of fun and humour, who has stated that apart from his other duties, he intends
to have a go at all the sport sections during his term. We wish him a successful
and fun year.

Margaret Curle

04

Nick Gee

PICT’s AGM is conveniently held in the morning of the Annual
Lunch in one of the hotel’s meeting rooms – this is in part to
attract members to come along. And it’s a shame more

members don’t take the opportunity to attend and be involved, as
you are not only treated to some top refreshments, which
sometimes includes yummy pastries, but the meeting is a friendly
affair with much jovial rapport added to the mix. So as well as

gaining all the news from the Charity, and being involved in the
election of officers, it is an informative and convivial preamble to the
day. The AGM begins at 11am and is all done and dusted around
noon so still time to repair to the bar for a couple of liveners before
the lunch. The minutes of this year’s AGM are on page 5 of this
newsletter.

Margaret Curle
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The President, Andy Thompson took the chair. There were 20
members in attendance.

1. The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 6th
March 2015 were proposed by J Piggott, seconded by S Mason and
unanimously approved.

2. The President welcomed everyone to the meeting and
reported on his year of office.

3. Apologies for Absence were recorded from: P Carr, O Davis,
S Elliott, B Fowler, G Fowler, A Heyer, R Ingarfield, B Kelly, B Kingham,
P Penke, J Perry, M Randall, L Scott, Mrs I Smith, M Windett.

4. Presentation of Accounts for the period 1st January 2015 to
31st December 2015
John Garlick presented the Accounts in Phil Carr's absence. In his
report Phil Carr thanked John Garlick for being an extremely diligent
Independent Examiner. The adoption of the Accounts was then
proposed by A Badcock, seconded by B Steele and carried
unanimously.

5. Election of Directors
The President announced that it was the Committee's
recommendation that Nick Gee be elected President for 2016. This
was proposed by P Shorten, seconded by P Bothwick and
unanimously approved.

Andy Thompson then invested Nick Gee with the Badge of Office.
The new President thanked the meeting and was warmly applauded.

Nick Gee then took the Chair. His firsty duty was to announce that it
was the Committee’s recommendation that Joe Piggott become Vice
President for 2016. This was proposed by R Law, seconded by
A Thompson and unanimously approved. Nick Gee then invested Joe
Piggott with the Vice President’s Badge.

The appointment of the Treasurer Phil Carr was proposed by
N Haslam, seconded by M Kerlogue and unanimously approved.

The appointment of the Secretary Mrs Anne James was proposed by
S Mason seconded by A Thompson and unanimously approved.

According to the Articles of Association the longest serving Elected
Director has to retire but is eligible to stand for re-election. Andy

Thompson retired but was re-elected. This was proposed by
P Bothwick, seconded by R Law and unanimously approved.

6. Report on Benevolent Fund Distribution by Andy Thompson.
"This year we have continued to support a number of long standing
family situations.We do and will continue to review and monitor all
on going cases to ensure that the support we provide is going to
circumstances of need and are not viewed as additional pensions.

We are pleased, if indeed pleased is the correct word to inform you
that we have had a number of new requests from deserving cases of
which three we have been able to support.

This support has consisted of either monetary awards or has found
us purchasing such items as medical blankets, radios and in one of
the cases a television.

Where the decision was not to support a case, this year without
exception it has been due to the very tenuous link to the Paper trade.
We do remind all requestees that our charity is there to support
paper related cases.

We have introduced during the course of the year a mechanism to
ensure that we are treating all cases where a monetary consideration
is provided in a consistent manner. This is simply a figure that is
multiplied by the number of years worked in the paper trade.

We have paid out a similar amount to last year with the exception of
a significant one off donation to the Stationers Livery Company. John
in his financial brief will provide the detail.

Finally we would like to encourage everybody to make their business
colleagues and friends aware of the Charity's existence and purpose
of helping deserving cases."

The meeting closed at 11.55 am.

After the meeting M Eustace asked what the strategy going forward
was to keep PICT well supported and A Thompson responded by
informing the meeting that the Committee were looking into this
matter. They were already planning Quiz Nights in 2016 to raise the
awareness of PICT.

agm minutes 2016

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, 4TH MARCH
2016 IN THE PARK PLAZA RIVERBANK HOTEL, 18 ALBERT EMBANKMENT,
LONDON SE1 7TJ COMMENCING AT 11.00 AM
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lps luncheon club

London Pride Society Lunch
- 21st April 2016

This twice-yearly event is becoming a very real joy to report, so
well supported and just such fun. Before I get ahead of
myself, I can tell you we met at our traditional, and much

revered, venue the Boot and Flogger in Red Cross Way in Southwark
- well known to many I am sure.

The fun began at 12.30pm when we met in the bar upstairs for a
pint before repairing to our own room downstairs - a crypt-like space
redolent of olden times. Twenty-seven of us were on deck where,
when seated, Owen Davis, that planner of extraordinary gifts, bade
us all welcome, particularly the first time attendees namely Graham
Warley, Tony Spicer and Richard Wheeler. Of special note was the
toast Owen made to Her Majesty the Queen on her 90th birthday on
this very day.

Mike Rust, staunch supporter of the LPS, toasted absent friends Ivan
Gunn, David Cole and Jon Worsley, these last two gentlemen not
enjoying the best of health just now.

Phil Worsley toasted the LPS in all its new glory and that was the
end of the formal proceedings. Mike Gee and Norman Dinnage
amused us greatly with stories and jokes down the lunchtime. I have
commented on noise levels before and how they rise as the lunch
proceeds. This one was positively deafening. Wonderful…

The food and service was very good, fish starter followed by steak
and kidney pie and dessert, all accompanied by plenty of good wine.
Good recipe eh?

No one seemed eager to leave but were obliged eventually to do so,
some repairing over the road for a final pint.

The next Lunch is 10th November, same venue, timings etc. Should
you wish to come, please contact Owen Davis on
owenjdavis56@btinternet.com to avoid disappointment, as there are
limits on total numbers.

Bev Steele

Good cheer Owen welcomes all to the lunch

An attentive bunch
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Secretary: George Fowler
Tel. No. 01707 874062

E-mail: george.fowler1@tesco.net

Ican honestly say that anyone who
missed this first outing to a new venue
for PICT, missed a really super day! Even

the weather played its part with the sun
shining all day and a light breeze creating a
gentle ripple on the water.

A rather disappointing total of five members
and two guests gathered in the car park to
tackle up in anticipation of a good days sport.
After tackling up we were shown round the
three lakes by the owner Peter and bailiff
John who pointed out the fish holding areas,
the underwater features and the method and
flies to use.

Thornwood Springs has three purpose-built
lakes, one a large lake stocked with Trout
from 2.5lb up, a long narrow lake rather like
a wide river with fish from 1.5lb and a series
of stalking pools, which contain really big fish
into double figures.

By the time I joined the others on the bank,
our two guests had each caught one fish,
which gave the impression that it might be
easy but it turned out to be a challenge all
day on all of the lakes. Peter and John spent

a lot of time ensuring that everyone caught
fish and, although it took time to find the
right method, we all caught fish by the end
of the day.

A mobile home has recently been kitted out
as a spacious lodge with settees, tables and
chairs, wood burning stove (that was
redundant on such a fine day) and the all-
important coffee and tea making facilities.
There was even a microwave oven and my
total lack of knowledge of such things caused
a certain amount of mirth amongst the
others.

After the usual natter over lunch, I presented
the Monk Trophy to Gerry Overy for his
efforts last year, we then all went back out
to catch more rainbows and the sun’s rays.
Guest Granville Ainley ended up catching
seven while Alan Badcock and yours truly
had four each.

The unanimous feeling was that this was a
good fishery for us and most people were
very keen to return another time, which as
an organiser, is always nice to hear.

www.pictuk.com

tennis

07

angling
THORNWOOD SPRINGS
– Thursday 17th March 2016

George Fowler presenting the Monk
Trophy to Gerry Overy

Alan Badcock Granville & Christopher
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angling

Our second outing of the year had to be brought forward a day
due to a clash of dates at Coltsford, nevertheless we ended
with a reasonable turnout of six members, three guests and

were joined at lunch by Les Bidewell. After a spell of sunny weather
the forecast was not encouraging, but we managed to get a couple of
hours fishing in dry conditions, before patches of light rain set in.

Coltsford Mill is a well maintained fishery with three very different
areas of water - a series of Cascade Pools, Mill Pool that originally fed
the old water wheel and Willow Pool, a smaller lake that followers of
these newsletters will know was unfishable last November due to run-
off from a nearby building site muddying the water.

Four of us started fishing Mill Pool and despite trying various swims
around the lake, none of us made contact with a trout, although guest
Granville Ainley did manage to land a double figure Mirror Carp, so it
was time to move on and try the other lakes.

As I approached Willow Pool I could see three rods bending into fish,
all of which were duly landed and, rather amazingly, Robert Taylor was
just completing his three fish limit for the day. This is always a problem
because unlike many fisheries Coltsford do not allow catch and release,
so when you have caught your limit that is the end for the day.

However, Robert very magnanimously gave me his successful fly and
stayed to oversee my efforts that for some time seemed to go
unrewarded. After trying a variety of retrieves I finally connected with
a fish, which turned out to be the most superb 6lb 10oz Rainbow Trout
that Robert netted for me. Meanwhile Alan Badcock and Dennis Cole
were both catching steadily at each end of the lake. My day was really
made when I hooked a second fish, which gave a terrific fight and
turned out to be a rare 3lb 15oz Blue Trout.

It started to rain, so we adjourned for coffee in the fishing lodge and
with two great fish in my bag and other anglers slowly drifting in, the
coffee break eventually morphed into lunch. The atmosphere was very
convivial and I was the recipient of much pleasant banter about my
successful morning!

The rain eased off and those who hadn’t caught their quota returned
to have another go. It turned out that the fly that had caught five fish
in the morning had actually snapped in the mouth of the Blue, so I was
extremely fortunate to land it at all. A new fly produced another
Rainbow for me, which was one of the smallest of the day, but I was
able to depart a very happy angler. Nearly everyone had caught their
limit, the weather hadn’t been too off-putting and a great day was had
by all.

COLTSFORD MILL
- Wednesday 18th May 2016

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2016

Thursday 8th September 2016 - FRENSHAM FISHERY, Churt, Surrey
October 2016 – TBA - RIVER TEST, Romsey, Hants

Don’t forget guests and new members are always welcome

David Gould My 6lb 10oz Rainbow
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shanks

Secretary: Mike Kerlogue
Mobile Tel. No: 07970 148056

E-mail: mike@kerlogues.plus.com

SPRING MEETING
Leatherhead Golf Club – 12th May 2016

The section’s spring meeting was held at the historic Leatherhead Golf Club, situated
just off junction 9 of the M25. Opened in 1903 (the golf club), it has welcomed such
luminaries as Harry Vardon and Henry Cotton to the course and can now add 18

Shankers to the list of players that have graced this venue. Apparently in their day Harry
and Henry normally arrived by helicopter to avoid any congestion on the M25.

Players of our standard may have played the course before. A prime example probably
being a certain Mr O’Flynn who, in 1971, sliced a 5 iron into deep rough and in searching
for his ball found instead the body of a dead woman. Her killer husband was eventually
caught but only sentenced to manslaughter as “she had been very bad to me”. Greater
attendance would have ensued but for the late withdrawal of two regulars. One had no
acceptable excuse (a business matter) but Alan Piper’s recent illness was accepted as
genuine and a suitable card was signed by all with best wishes for a speedy recovery.
Actually, Alan would have played but we understand that ‘The Boss’ knocked that idea on
the head, so Alan wisely relented.

In contrast we were delighted to welcome back Bev Steele to the
fold looking extremely well and more than willing to assist Divot
Windett in his capacity of official starter for the day. Hopefully, both
will be able to contest for trophies at the Autumn meeting. It was
also a pleasure to welcome new member Arthur Langridge after
several attempts to secure him as a Shanker.

The course was found to be a bit boggy, especially ‘off piste’ but the
fairways were in a better condition after several recent downpours.
Past President and local expert Alan Badcock was, however, very
disappointed with the course feeling that surfaces were not up to the
standard expected and normally found, even after wet weather at
Leatherhead. Certainly drainage needs improvement and rock hard
bunkers did not help our saving techniques!

Nevertheless, after bacon baps and coffee, five groups teed off on a
warm and sunny afternoon with high expectations and handicaps to
match. The renowned Yellow Ball Team Competition is always a
strongly contested part of the day but a slight problem developed in
that Hon Sec Kit Kat Kerlogue forgot to bring any yellow balls! White
alternatives, therefore, had to be used and contestants asked to use
their imaginations. This suggestion was lost on at least one team,
who managed to lose their ‘yellow ball’ on the first hole and
thereafter could only ‘imagine’ winning this particular competition.

Although this par 71 course is relatively short at 6,200 yards (5,669
metres) it is somewhat protected with tight tree-lined fairways
making accuracy an essential for a successful round. This is not a
normal part of a Shanker’s armoury but all gave their best producing
some notable results. Young Mr Spears recorded the best Stableford
score of the day but was not awarded first prize, on the basis that he
had triumphed on previous occasions and therefore must be a show
off!

Team E lead by Chris Bell with his guests Stuart Palmer and Peter
Blair won the Yellow Ball Competition with Peter also returning the
best individual score for a guest. Team B consisting of Tony Poyner,
Chris Godfrey, Arthur Langridge and ‘Commodore’ Green came close
also managing to keep their ball for the whole round. Tony even tried

to help by nicking the ‘yellow ball’ of team D but was apprehended
before any advantage was gained. He was later fined by Mr President
Nick Gee for this misdemeanour with his donation added to the PICT
coffers. Chris Godfrey was also fined for leaving his sand wedge on
the 13th Green. Initially it was reported as a sandwich but Chris had
already consumed this prior to arriving on the 9th tee. (The fine for
both players was agreed at £10 but when offering £20 notes for
settlement both were reminded that the Hon Sec didn’t demean
himself by carrying cash so change was not an option. This resulted
in PICT being better off to the sum of £40!).

Speaking of the 9th, which is a par 3 of 179 yards (164 metres), this
was chosen for the nearest the pin competition but the Hon Sec
forgot to designate the maximum number of shots required. In the
event none of the 18 competitors managed to hit the green with their
tee shot so the prize was awarded to Tony Poyner who came within
18 inches (0.457 metres) of reaching the putting surface, as did his
ball. It was later decided to change this to the longest drive as 179
yards is a major accomplishment for most Shankers.

The Syd Humphries Trophy for high handicappers was rightly won,
after a count back, by Rod Benwell. The Hon Sec’s system for
awarding this trophy is now a complete mystery to all but himself
(possibly linked to the Eurovision Song Contest structure). As an
example, we believe that yours truly was awarded the runner-up
bottle of plonk based on having a handicap of 24, being over 70,
scoring more than 10 stableford points and wearing pink underwear!
There is no other explanation.

The main prize of the day, The Steve Beckett Trophy, was awarded
to Captain Bothwick for demolishing a waste bin and ball cleaner
during his attempt to negotiate a sharp turn whilst driving his buggy.
The golf club refused an offer of compensation but instead insisted
that Peter must attend their school for bad drivers. Peter left the
course after 9 holes obviously distressed over this incident, so he
was not there to receive the trophy in the evening. Hopefully,
however, he managed to avoid any traffic cones or the like on his
return north.
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Nick Gee was a welcome guest at dinner, consisting of a main course
of Fish & Chips, and gave a presidential speech in honour of the
members, guests and PICT. Is this the first time two brothers, with
one being President, have attended a PICT sporting event? Perhaps
another first for Shanks. After witnessing the approach shots and
putting techniques of several teams on the 18th Nick felt happier with
his promise to consider playing in the Autumn fixture. The food was
perhaps secondary for the few who succumbed to the Hon Sec’s
preference for a pre-dinner beverage and downed a pint or two of
‘Gunners’, apparently a drink for disadvantaged golfers consisting of
Ginger Beer, Ginger Ale, Lemon Juice and Angostura Bitter. Most
however stayed with the grape or grain hoping not to bump into
Captain Bothwick on the way home.

An overall profit of £123.50 (EURO 157.06 prior to Brexit) was secured
for PICT and as always, and as thoroughly deserved, a grateful thanks
was given to Hon Sec KKK for all the hard work he puts in to arrange
our Shanks events. Long may he reign !!

Commodore Bob Green

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 2016
Thursday 13th October
Pine Ridge Golf Club

Old Bisley Road, Frimley, Camberley, Surrey GU16 9NX

After an absence of 8 years, Shankers is returning to Pine Ridge Golf Club in Frimley
for the Autumn meeting – apparently it has only just been fully repaired from the

last Shanks foray!
Meet at 12.00 noon for coffee and bacon roll; tee off 1.00pm; 2-course dinner at
approx. 6.30pm and all away by 8.00pm. All this and prizes for £55 per head.

Rod Benwell receiving the Syd Humphries Trophy

Yellow Ball Competition Winners

The Shankers Crew
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charity golf day

Secretary: Mike Robertson
Home Tel. No: 01943 839029
Mobile No: 07831 351465

E-mail:
mike.robertson@ipaper.com

Tennis Secretary John Victoros has confirmed that the next PICT Tennis
Tournament will once again take place at the Northampton County Lawn Tennis
Club, Church Way, Weston Flavel, NN3 3BX, and will be held on Thursday 15th

September.

The day will begin with a meet and greet from 9.15 – 10.00am with tea, coffee and
biscuits. There will be a pre-lunch Round Robin followed by lunch at 1.00pm. The
Quarter and Semi Finals of both the PICT Trophy and PICT Plate will then be played,
with tea and cakes being served as the finalists prepare to play. The presentations will
be held in the bar (or outside if the weather is good) at around 6.30pm.

If you would like to join in and enrol for this year’s PICT Tennis Tournament with or
without a partner (we will find you one!) please send an e-mail to john.vic@paper.co.ukSecretary: John Victoros

Tel. No: 07740 819161
E-mail: john.vic@paper.co.uk

Following the success of previous golf days, the PICT Charity Golf Tournament has been planned for 5th October 2016. This
fundraising day will once again be held at Rothley Park Golf Club, Rothley, Leicestershire, which is a few minutes from Junction 21
of the M1.

Arrangements have been made for a 10am Shotgun start with lunch/prize giving to follow the golf at 2.45pm. The cost to enter a team
of four players, which includes bacon roll/coffee on arrival, 18 hole golf and a buffet lunch, will be £350.

As always the event is looking for company sponsorship, whether in the form of prizes for the golf or a raffle. Please let Fred Haines
know if you can help in this way.

The Golf Day is limited to 20 teams and and team details will be needed by the end of September. If accommodation is required locally,
Fred is happy to advise and in fact is looking to get a special rate from the Rothley Court Hotel, which is next door to the Golf Club.The
event is a good fun day and a great fundraiser for PICT – so please contact Fred Haines for further details or to book your team’s place
– e-mail fred_haines@fedrigoni.co.uk

After last year’s dearth of cricket fixtures due to the demise of PaperlinX, Section Secretary
Mike Robertson has informed us that he is trying to arrange a 20-20 cricket match to be
played on Wednesday 7th September in the Midlands area.

So come on all you budding Alistair Cooks, Monty Panesars and Stuart Broads, why not try your
hand at becoming the next hottest thing in the paper trade’s cricketing history. To sign up or to
just find out more contact Mike. I think everyone would agree that it would be good to see a
cricket match back on the agenda.
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Before I wrote these few words, I looked at the last time I gave
the President’s report, which was in 2013. I started by saying
...... what a year we had just witnessed, at that time referring

to 2012. We had enjoyed the European football, the Queen’s Jubilee,
the Olympics and the Paralympics.

Well today at the risk of repeating myself ........ what a year we have
just witnessed in 2015. Britain won the Davis Cup for the first time in
70 years. Leicester City have topped the Premiership for most of the
year. Sepp Blatter resigns from FIFA amongst huge corruption claims.
But the major event of 2015 in trade terms was the collapse of
PaperlinX on April 1st.

In my now 40 years in the industry, it is the most significant event I
have ever witnessed, seeing the largest UK Paper Merchant so
spectacularly failing and dropping out of the industry.

Although many had anticipated for months the failure, when it
eventually happened there was a huge shock wave throughout the
paper and print market.

Whatever their market share was on the day they failed, probably
20%/25% from a high of in excess of 40%, the event was massive
for the paper and print industry presenting many challenges.

Their failure induced a frantic period of time, with printers urgently
trying to place business elsewhere with new suppliers, for new
grades with the commercial challenges of credit terms, credit limits,
pricing and service levels.

It saw paper merchants and, in some cases mills, gearing up to
cope with the extra volume that was available overnight, with them
having to consider the addition to their businesses of new people,
new products, new warehouses and extra vehicles. All this, whilst
having to ensure that the growth was profitable and risk adverse.

On the human side it saw many of our friends and colleagues lose
their livelihoods. Some have found new opportunities within the
trade, some have moved into other industries, but sadly some are
still striving to find meaningful employment. I know we all wish
them well in their endeavors.

But what effect has the demise of the market leader had on PICT?

Well with the number of people employed by PaperlinX it could have
been catastrophic, because unlike mills and merchants our volume
is covered by the number of said merchants and mills and, of
course, their people.

However, I am pleased to inform you that despite the events of last
April, the attendance for this year’s lunch is virtually the same as last
year. A fantastic effort, so a huge thank you to all in this room for
your help in achieving these numbers, but particular thanks to the
PICT Committee for their tireless work in ensuring that the Charity’s
main event of the year is so well supported. Thus enabling the
Charity to continue in its cause of helping those who for one reason
or another fall on difficult times and need our support.

Our objectives remain the same; to raise awareness, attract younger
members, convince employers to encourage their staff to support
the industry’s only charity, to ensure our Annual Lunch is a huge
success

Last year’s event raised in excess of £11,000, many thanks to our
loyal Secretary Anne James who handles all the responsibilities and
attends to the finer detail ensuring that the event is enjoyed by all
and is a financial success.

Thanks also go to the Sporting Secretaries John Vic (Tennis), Mike
Kerlogue (Shanks Golf), George Fowler (Fishing), Mike Robertson
(Cricket) and, finally, many thanks to Fred Haines who organises
the bi-annual golf meeting. All these sporting sections raise valuable
funds for our Charity.

In terms of communication and awareness other than our website
and the extremely effective route of word and mouth we continue
to have our regular publication The Big Picture, which hopefully is
widely read and brings all up-to-date with the charity’s current
affairs. Many thanks to our Editor Margaret Curle.

To conclude, those of us here today, in the main have been very
fortunate to have had an interesting, enjoyable and successful
career, working in my opinion in a fantastic industry, whilst hopefully
we have maintained good health.

Not everybody has been as fortunate and that is where our charity
PICT attempts to help and support those who need help, and long
may that continue.

Finally, may I wish my successor Nick Gee a very enjoyable and
successful year.

Andy Thompson
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the paper trail

As promised to keep you all up-to-date, here is my bi-annual
news report from The Paper Trail, the historic visitor centre in
Hemel Hempstead, and site of the world’s first mechanised

paper machine. The final part of the land sale has now been
concluded and the Trust has a positive bank balance - possibly for the
first time in its history! However, the surplus will only support
operations for a relatively short time so the Trust is also continuing
with its plans for major grant support to achieve a financially
sustainable future.

Alongside all the school visits and tour groups that have visited
Frogmore Mill so far this year, the site has also been the setting for a
superb live ‘promenade’ performance of ‘Sweeny Todd, The Demon
Barber of Fleet Street’ by the Vivo D’Arte theatre group and provided
a filming location for the ‘project Harwood’ feature film, which I was
told should reach a cinema screen near you some time next year.
However, staff at the mill were sworn to secrecy as to the film’s title!!
But I am reliably informed that both ‘events’ were a great success.
The Paper Trail’s location brokers are actively seeking further filming
work for the mill and Vivo D’Arte are planning an ’encore’ at the end
of August with a double header of La Boheme (the opera) and Rent
(the musical) staged on alternate evenings.

Refurbishment work continues at the mill, with the old classroom
being renovated by The Paper Trail’s team of volunteer ‘handymen’.
This now provides a weekly location for the UK Online training as well
as a venue for art classes and other training events, including the
industry machineman’s course. The team have also renovated the top
office in the same building, which is now let out as a permanent
training room for a local company providing care in the home.

Progress continues to be made on the waterwheel project. The back-
water sluice was restored last year, which means that the mill race can
now be drained to allow construction and repairs to the wheel to be
achieved. The new spindle for the wheel has been manufactured and
a suitable set of bearings found. The old bearings have nearly been
removed and once this is completed, the new ones can be put in their
place and the spindle inserted, ready for the spokes of the wheel to
be bolted on. With luck, a whole new 11 foot wheel should be in place
providing motive power for equipment and display by the end of the
year. The Trust is financing the materials for the wheel but all the
labour is being donated by a pair of dedicated volunteers. With the

school summer holidays now upon us, Frogmore Mill will be open
every weekday afternoon throughout the summer holidays for its
popular paper crafting activities and on Fridays for special themed
courses, as well as its informative tours of the historic mill itself.

One exciting piece of news to come out of Frogmore Mill, is that under
the capable hands of its experienced papermaker Gary Fuller, the mill
still continues to produce both handmade and machine made paper.
Although production is small scale, they are selling enough paper to
enable them to now to employ an apprentice to work alongside Gary.
One does question whether this is a unique situation – paper
production increases in the UK?!!

As far as The Paper Trail’s Heritage Fire Brigade is concerned, it has
been a very exciting period for them. Particularly where its beloved
1938 Dennis Ace fire engine is concerned. For those of you with a
real interest in classic vehicles, you’ll be only too aware of the problem
ethanol in petrol is causing with fuel lines and paper filters. The Ace
has not escaped the problem. Last year it missed a few shows
because of fuel starvation resulting from debris blocking the
carburettor, but thanks to the enthusiastic membership the problem
seems to have been overcome and to the extent the Ace not only
made the St Albans Steam Rally in May, but also made the ‘40s
Experience’ at the famous Brooklands Museum near Weybridge. This
required a 30-mile journey around the equally famous M25! During
the memorable and trouble-free journey it became the focal point of
many cameras and mobiles. And the attention didn’t end there, as a
result of its presence at Brooklands it was featured in the very next
issue of Classic Car Weekly. More promotional trips are planned with
the Ace, along with The Paper Trail’s other fire appliances. Watch this
space!!

How Do You …. ?
Over a period The Paper Trail has been acquiring paper consuming
office equipment and, as you can see from this photo, they have
amassed a number of vintage typewriters. However, tucked away in
the corner of this photo is a pristine Roneo copier. Can anyone shed
some light on how this once worked and its possible age? The Paper
Trail would love to know. If you have any information at all, in the
first instance contact me at margaretacurle@yahoo.co.uk and I will
pass your details onto The Paper Trail, or give them a call on 01442
234600.

Margaret Curle

The mysterious Roneo amongst the
typewriters
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It is with great sadness that in this newsletter we have to record the passing of three PICT members – namely Peter Squire on 20th February,
Sandy White on 25th March, and David Monk on 18th June.

All long time members and great supporters of PICT, they will be sadly missed by those that knew them. We send all our sympathies to their
families and friends.

DAVID MONK
Life Member and Past President

David Monk joined John Dickinson & Co Ltd in 1939 as a trainee, but went into the army
sometime in 1940, and had what can only be described as a very active and, at times,
terrifying time during his service.

During his training he managed to get all the other soldiers in his billet confined to camp
for seven days because he, and some of the others, didn't get up in time for parade and
he didn't tidy his clothes up - after all his mother used to do that! But this was soon
rectified and he learnt a lesson. He refused a commission and volunteered to fly gliders.
He transferred to the airborne, there he learnt to not only fly gliders but also small
aircraft. In 1944, he took part in the invasion of Anzio acting as a co-pilot, after that he
was assigned a glider as a pilot, and went into intensive training for something special.
They did not know their target but were told that it had to be a ‘pin point’ landing
because the Bridge had to be held at all costs. It was, in fact, Pegasus Bridge and was
D-Day 6th June 1944.

The attack was very successful, the bridge was held until the main landing at Sword Beach could reach them. By holding the Bridge the
Germans were unable to send reinforcements to their defences. He and the other Pilots were given a special pass so that when relieved they
could go back to the Beaches and be taken back to the UK, which he did in a flat bottomed boat, which he said “was most uncomfortable”.

His next big job was Arnhem. All the Pilots drew straws for two particular hazardous gliders, which were loaded full of fuel. David got a short
straw, he landed okay but during the subsequent fighting got badly wounded in the back by shrapnel. When the British had to pull out of
Arnhem he and many others were taken prisoner and forced marched inland. They lived on roots and anything they could find in the fields,
this gave David a revulsion to root vegetables for the rest of his life. After a few weeks he escaped and managed to get to Rotterdam, where
he was put up in a ‘safe house’, then put on a boat to England. The day after he left the house it was raided by the Gestapo and all the
occupants were executed.

Back in England he met his wife Jan and they married in 1946. This was helped by David putting all his money on a horse called Airborne,
which won the Derby that year and paid for their wedding.

After leaving the army he joined Reeds at Aylesford, who were then making toilet tissue. His job was to test the paper with a finger test, if
it went through it was no good, they obviously didn't have a Burst Mullen! He then left to join VRG Ltd, from there he joined Alladyce & Co
and Richard Herring, where he remained until August 1964. He then went onto join P F Bingham as a Board Director until his retirement.

He joined the Stationers’ Social Society (SSS) in 1955, and was elected to the Committee in 1960, he became Assistant Honorary Secretary
in 1965 and Honorary Secretary in 1966 He went onto become Vice President and was President in 1973, a position he was extremely proud
of.

His love of fishing went back to just after the war. In fact, he was a founder member of the SSS fishing section, firstly it was coarse fishing
and them changed to fly fishing, which it still is. He gave a Silver Cigarette Box as a prize for the most successful fisherman. Although it is
no longer used for its original purpose, it is presented each year and is a very sought-after prize.

David Monk was a great person and will be greatly missed.
David Gould
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CHARLES ALEXANDER ‘SANDY’ WHITE
My first contact with Sandy was 19 years ago after I had appealed for new members to the
Angling Section of what was then the Stationers’ Social Society (SSS). He explained that
he had been a lifelong fly fisherman and was eager to come along on our outings. We
chatted on and I learned that he played tennis and hockey and was heavily involved in
cricket and skied in the USA every winter. I thought, “great – it will be good to have some
fresh young blood amongst our members”, but to my astonishment Sandy then announced
that he was 70!

Sandy was educated at Bradfield College where he developed a passion for sports, including
fly fishing. He went on to study at Cambridge where a love of coffee gateau was born.
This was followed by a spell in the Royal Hussars before entering the paper trade.

He went into his father’s business, and then spent a couple of years in Sweden learning the
paper business and the Swedish language. A number of years followed working for
GT Mandl before he eventually started his own company, Sandy White Packaging. He
continued to run the business up until his death and walked to his office every day, often
on Saturdays as well, until a stroke reduced his activities last July.

Sandy was one of the strongest supporters of the Angling Section and never missed a
Stillwater event. Indeed some years ago and only three weeks after a triple bypass he
asked to be taken to one of our meetings just to show his support. He also played in the SSS tennis tournaments. He loved driving, especially
his Alfa-Romeo and would happily pick up a mill sales manager from the airport. He would also think nothing of driving 600 miles in two
days visiting customers in various parts of the country and this when he was into his eighties.

He was an ardent supporter of Southgate Cricket Club and a Vice President of Southgate Hockey Club playing into his eighties. Sandy loved
his fly fishing but more than anything he loved a chat and he would spend time talking to anybody he passed on his walk round a lake. He
often asked me why he hadn’t caught and I would tell him that his fly had hardly been in the water because he was so deep in his
conversations.

One of his regular comments, said with that wonderful twinkle in his eye, was that “some days are skill days and some are luck days”. If I
was catching and he was not it was deemed to be a “luck day”!

He had the amazing ability to turn a chance meeting into lifelong friendships and as a result had friends, mostly gorgeous blondes, all
around the world.

Sandy White was given an emotional send off and will be sadly missed by all who knew him.

George Fowler

PETER SQUIRE

It is with deep sadness that we inform you that Peter Squire
(long serving member of the Stationers' Social Society and
the Paper Industry Charitable Trust) passed away on 20th
February. There was a non-religious service at Tunbridge
Wells Crematorium on Tuesday 8th March, with family
flowers and donations to Parkinsons UK.

STUART CAMERON

It is with great sadness that PICT has just learnt of the
passing of Stuart Cameron. Formerly of Townsend Hook, he
died on 8th August. He was a sales rep for the mill for many
years and took people on mill tours before retiring to France.
A full report will be in the next newsletter. Our thoughts are
with his family and friends at this sad time.
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This is an occasional section in the newsletter
that asks for information or help to locate or
find either a person or detail on a company that
has disappeared off the radar. This report has
been sent to us by Mike Windett – so if you can
furnish him with any more detail, which will
mean that this particular slice of history is not
lost forever, please contact Mike by e-mail. Now
to his report…..

By an extraordinary set of coincidences and circumstances, I
became aware that some friends of ours live in a former paper
mill near Watford and, through this, attended an ‘open day’ there
recently at which Michael Stanyon, an archivist from The Paper
Trail, gave a presentation on his research on the former paper

mill. It also transpired that a person at the open day was doing
research into their family tree and had discovered that their
great-great-grandfather was born at the mill in 1792 - his father,
Thomas Bonsor, worked there as a papermaker.

The mill was called Hamper Mill and there are many references
to it in various books, articles and museums. However, some

An original piece of letterhead

Hamper Mill as it is today

Organised by Tim Bowler through his company Focal Strength,
another of the popular Paper Appreciation Courses is being
held on Wednesday 28th September. This course will be held

at the historic Paper Trail near Hemel Hempstead in Hertfordshire.

The course tutor is John Watson, who presents the courses in his
own inimitable style. Commenting on the course, he said: “The
objective of this one-day course is not to produce budding
papermakers, but for the delegates to better understand the

attributes of the various grades and what they bring to the end
products.”

Comments from recent participants include: “Fantastic. Enjoyed my
day and will definitely recommend” and “This course will help me
focus more on the end-users requirements – customer first!”

For further information on this Paper Course please contact Tim
Bowler on 0115 960 9595 or e-mail: trb@focalstrength.co.uk

paperwork, documents, deeds etc. are still missing from the more recent
past. The mill’s owners were Messrs Lepard & Smith.

When I was a junior sales clerk with Star Paper in New Bridge Street,
London, in the early ‘70s, Lepard & Smith, Paper Merchants, Earlham Street,
used to be one of my inside accounts working with (I think) Dai Evans, the
outside salesman for the account. I remember going along with him into the
sanctum sanctorum, which was the dark office of MD Norman Taplin!

However, the reason for this article is to see if anyone has any contact with,
or knowledge about, Lepard & Smith (or subsequently Link Paper) as paper
merchants and, in particular, help add to information gleaned from Toby
about Ian Smith (an original ‘Smith’) who was a Director, apparently played
hockey for England and possibly lives in the Surrey area, in the hope that
some missing documents can be unearthed.

I would be delighted to hear from anyone with any information, documents
or memories of Lepard & Smith - the Earlham Street days! Please contact
me at mike.windett@aimsgroup.org.uk

Mike Windett
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‘Hot off the Press’ - Annual Lunch 2017

An early diary date for 2017! Make a note now that next year's
Annual Lunch has been fixed for Friday 3rd March 2017, to be
held in the new City Suite at the Park Plaza Hotel in London.

The entertainer booked for the afternoon is Alfie Moore, who is
described as an experienced comedian, broadcaster and
humorous after-dinner speaker. Alfie is unique as he’s also a
serving police sergeant with the Humberside Police. With this in
mind, his routine consists primarily of insights and comical
moments from his 18 years ‘on the beat’ where dealing with
everyday incidents has generated a host of humorous stories that
you “just couldn’t make up”.

Amongst other things, Alfie has appeared at the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival, supported Rhod Gilbert and Sarah Millican on their
national comedy tours, and has appeared on various TV and radio
shows. In fact, comedian Rhod Gilbert comments: “Alfie’s a very
funny man!”

Well he definitely sounds like a fun entertainer – so don’t forget
to make a note in your diary of the date. Ticket details will be
given in the Winter newsletter and on the PICT website.
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